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• AN ABANDONED newborn was discovered last week near the side of a road near Powell. A kind soul, Allison Passewitz of Powell, stopped her car when she spotted the naked infant in a grassy area near a store. Ruffled, she called 911 and then waited and tried to soothe the baby until help arrived. The boy is healthy and in the custody of Delaware County Job and Family Services until he can be placed with a foster family, but he might not have been so lucky. 

Ohio's Safe Haven law, enacted in 2001, perhaps needs better promotion. For up to 30 days after the birth of a baby, either or both of the parents can drop off the infant at a law-enforcement agency, a fire or emergency-medical station or a hospital. That way, the baby is guaranteed to be safe and in good hands, and, except in the case of abuse, the parents need not fear prosecution.

• OHIO'S POLITICAL history is long and rich, and with the opening of the new Statehouse Museum, the Capitol has a dynamic way to demonstrate that to the thousands of schoolchildren and others who visit each year.

The Statehouse is a jewel, particularly since its extensive restoration, finished in 1996. But Greek revival architecture and historically accurate paint hues go only so far in capturing young minds. The museum, in the basement of the building, gets at the meat of state government with hands-on displays and activities.

Visitors can play a game representing the difficulty of balancing the state budget. They can electronically cast votes on current issues and see real-time results on a display screen. They can build a composite governor by choosing attributes such as political party, occupation and hometown region and see which real Ohio governor comes closest.

While fourth-graders, whose curriculum focuses on Ohio history, are especially apt to enjoy the museum, it's designed to appeal to anyone. Free and open to the public from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends, it's worth a stop Downtown.

• HERE'S A news flash for State Board of Education member Susan Haverkos and anyone else who is shocked, shocked that a fellow board member pushed his views of various colleagues who wanted to be board president: Serving on policy-influencing bodies, including this obscure board, always has been political and always will be.

Board member G.R. "Sam" Schloemer didn't do anything wrong in sending a letter to most new board members, outlining what he sees as the strengths and weaknesses of members interested in being president. Lobbying board colleagues is a perfectly legitimate exercise of one's responsibility as a member.

Haverkos, who is on the opposite side of an ideological divide from Schloemer, decried Schloemer's insertion of politics into the choice of president, but political debate is the whole point.

Schloemer, an ally of Gov. Ted Strickland, backs traditional public schools and is less supportive of charter schools. Haverkos is allied more with Republican conservatives, who have been charter-school champions.

Schloemer tried to make the case that a pro-charter board president wouldn't have the governor's full support and, thus, wouldn't be the best choice for the position. Regardless of one's views on the issue, Schloemer was well within bounds to raise it.
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